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Schlcicher too, arid his good humour towards Hitler dis-
appeared in a flash. He took Papen's side against him, and
the latter was thus saved from an immediate downfall.
For now Schleicher in his dealings with Hindenburg took
the side, not of Hitler, but of the Papen Government.
Schleicher had the confidence of Meissner, the State
Secretary, Colonel Hindenburg, the President's son, and the
old President himself, and so Hitler's first chance of becoming
Chancellor was lost.
But Schleicher had other surprises up his sleeve for Hitler.
He intended to make him look completely ridiculous, and
so to put an end to the progress of the National Socialist
Party. Until the roth August Schleicher, like Papen, had
petted and flattered the National Socialist Party. From
that day onward there was a revulsion in his attitude.
This change of front in the end cost Schleicher his life.
Herr von Papen was more prudent. For a few months he
too took a stand against Hitler, but he was sufficiently
accommodating and unprincipled to make it up with him
when the moment came.
Murder at Potempa
Before we come to describe Hindenburg's contemptuous
reception of Hitler, which compromised the latter in the eyes
of the whole world, we must mention in its due order a
bestial crime which had far-reaching political repercussions.
The National Socialist hordes, undaunted by Papen's
anti-terror decree of the gth August, had committed further
deeds of violence. Among them was one of the most
abominable of their crimes. In the little village of Potempa,
in Upper Silesia, a few workers who were Social Democrats
had stubbornly resisted the threats of the National Socialists
and failed to join the party. One of these men, Pietrzuch,
of Polish origin, had even refused to patronise an inn which
belonged to a National Socialist. This was sufficient excuse
for making an example of Potempa.
Late on the night of nth August five S.A. men forced
their way into the house of Pietrzuch's mother. This was